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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hazardous wastes are a big threat to the environment due to the negative effects that they pose. The disposal of harmful waste materials causes great harm to the environment which in turn affects the life of both animals and human beings (Maguire, 2017). They depend largely on the environment for survival and thus the presence of harmful substances is bound to cause a lot of problems to them. There are certain cases of drums that contain volatile waste solvent being buried in the soil. The drums leak at one point in time and this is transferred to the soil and the ground water. The soil and the water are used for consumption and this poses a great danger to the users. There is, therefore, a need to ensure that the hazardous wastes are appropriately managed to protect the lives of the employees who are working on the site and the surrounding community. A safety health plan is therefore necessary for this to be achieved. The safety health plan will, therefore, come in handy in ensuring that the disposal of wastes is done correctly and that there is also a treatment facility that will be in charge of treating all the wastes. This will ensure that all the wastes are taken care of and that the environment is not in any way polluted with hazardous items.
How Hazardous Waste Affect the Environment and Human Health
The disposal of harmful substances into the environment brings about a lot of consequences to human beings. This is because humans depend a lot on the environment in order for most of their life-supporting activities. Soil is normally used for planting crops that are consumed by humans and thus the presence of harmful substances poses danger to the health of humans (Waste, 2018). The wastes are absorbed by the plants which are then transferred to humans through consumption. This is something that is also witnessed in the consumption of water as the waste materials affect the water which is then consumed by humans. This brings about various diseases that may lead to death if not treated urgently. There are also some of the harmful substances that may evaporate and be inhaled by human beings. This also poses a great danger to the health of people.
Safety Plan
The first step in the safety plan is the assessment of the extent of the effect of hazardous waste at the site (Maguire, 2017). This will inform to a great extent the measure that is to be undertaken in relation to dealing with the problem. The excavation plan will also be informed by the assessment done. This will involve a delicate process in which the drums will be removed from the ground without causing any harm to the excavators. The people working on the excavation will wear masks on the face to protect themselves from inhaling some of the harmful substances that may find its way on air. 
There will be the use of sophisticated machines that will assist in the pulling of the drums from the ground and into the trucks. This is aimed at ensuring that there is minimal contact between the drums and the people working on the site. They will also put on heavy gloves that cannot be easily eroded away by the harmful substances in case there is any contact with the drums. This is an essential thing as the safety of the workers is one of the topmost priorities of the plan. The drums are then to be loaded to the trucks which in turn will be transported to the disposal site. The truck transporting the drums are also to be covered fully to ensure that there is no chance of any of them falling down in the process of transportation.
The next issue in the safety plan will be that of the soil vapor extraction system. The soil that is present in the places where the drums had been buried has been found to be contaminated for several years and this will require a thorough extraction process in order to fully rid the soil of the contamination. It is a process that is bound to take a number of years due to the magnitude of the harm that had been done. This involves the purchase of advanced technological equipment that will assist in vapour extraction (Waste, 2018). It is very difficult to detect the vapour contamination and this, therefore, requires the use of machines that are very efficient in detecting it. The area in which the extraction will take place will be condoned off to limit the escape of vapor to the nearest community. This ensures that all the vapor is captured and that the community health is protected.
The operation of the extraction system is estimated to take roughly 15 years due to the damage that has been caused by the hazardous wastes. This is a long time and thus, there is a need to have a proper strategy in place. The plan will, therefore, involve coming with an adequate budget that should be able to last for the estimated period (Waste, 2018). This will factor in the inflation costs that are bound to occur over the years. The operation will also be conducted while keeping in mind the welfare of the surrounding community. This is to say that the extraction process may cause a lot of noise which may disturb the peace of the community. Therefore, there are plans to use materials that absorb most of the noise that come from the extraction site which will, in turn, protect the community. The extraction may also cause fault lines to occur on the ground and this is something that will be looked into extensively as the extraction process goes on.
Ways of Protecting the Environment and the Community
The community and the environment need to be protected from the release of the hazardous waste. This can be done by ensuring that all the drums that contain harmful substances are disposed off at the right site rather than being buried in the ground. The disposal site provides a better platform for dealing with the wastes as opposed to the ground. This prevents the leaking of the harmful waste onto the ground which is in turn consumed by the community. The organizations that are producing the hazardous wastes also need to ensure that they formulate proper ways of disposing wastes to ensure that the same is not released into the environment (Friend & Kohn, 2018). This is an important step as organizations are the highest polluters of the environment and thus the disposal of waste in the right manner will go a long way in protecting the community. 
There is also a need to formulate strict penalties to those people that dispose hazardous waste into the environment without being mindful of the people. The harsh penalties will serve as a deterrent to them as they will be forced to pay heavy fines to spend some time in jail. This is an action that is bound to lead to a reduction in the release of harmful substances into the environment. Another way in which the community may be protected is through the collaboration of the community and the organizations in efforts geared towards the reduction of the release of harmful substances. 
Conclusion
It is important to protect the environment at all times in order to ensure that the health of the community members is protected. The safety health plan program is, therefore, a perfect opportunity for dealing with the release of hazardous waste into the environment. The plan ensures that the wastes are disposed of in the right manner and that the community members are protected. This also ensures that the environment is conserved as there will be no life if the environment is destroyed. The government, stakeholders and the community members need to formulate appropriate strategies that will ensure that the issue of disposal of wastes is done in the correct way and that the environment is protected at all times.
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